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Title Walking with Children Through the Woods of Vienna
Speaker Tomohara Yoshihiko (Assoc.Prof., University of Kochi)
Time May 16, 2025, 18:30-20:00h

Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

The city of Vienna is one of the most famous tourist destinations in the world. It is a city where newlyweds
can spend a romantic honeymoon, where those with more mature preferences can enjoy museums or
classical music, or just take in the atmosphere of its cobbled streets, the charm of its traditional architecture,
the copious taste of its local cuisine. All very nice, but--- what do you do with children?

While there are several tourist destinations than can vie with Vienna when it comes to satisfying grown-
ups, Vienna is rather unique in that it equally offers plenty of entertainment for families with children: it
has a good public transportation system; it has a clear policy regarding pedestrian zones where no cars are
allowed; and above all, it makes the best of the nature that surrounds the city.

The extensive Donau Insel is one example, but its most impressive asset in this respect is the Vienna
woods. These are not the impenetrable bushes and inhospitable mountain slopes one finds near Japanese
cities, Kochi included, where no attempts have been made to make them accessible to families. The fringes
of the Wiener Wald offer walking routes, well-maintained forest paths with toilets and benches, places to
hold barbecues, restaurants where one can enjoy a glass of wine after a brisk walk while the children play
outside.

One cannot but hope that in Japan too, at some point, better use will be made of its natural assets, offering
space for people of all generations to escape the city bustle, offering shade and coolness in summer, and
space and fresh air throughout the year. Not everything can be done the Viennese way, obviously, but it is
clear that the Austrian capital presents a very interesting example of what good governance can achieve.

Many thanks, Prof. Tomohara!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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