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University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series No.76
Title Indonesia and Japan: Culture and Exchange of Two Island Nations

Speaker Inokura Shunichiro (Former Head of Kochi Samasama CCRC Center)
Time October 17, 2025, 18:30-20:00h
Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

Most of us know that Indonesia is an island nation, but how about
basic facts like these: it has a population of more than 200 million,
it stretches out over 5000 km from east to west, its width
comparable to that of China; it harbours hundreds of ethnic

minorities, and its religious outlook as well as its local cultures are

numerous and variegated. What holds together this huge country

with more than 500 inhabited islands is its common history as a
former Dutch colony, and the usage of Indonesian, a national

language created in the 1920s.

It is said that there are about 200,000 Indonesians living in Japan.
Indonesians — about 600 of them — form the 4th largest group of foreign nationals in Kochi, only behind
Chinese, Vietnamese and Philippine citizens. Not knowing anything about Indonesia, or not feeling any
need to learn more about it is a sign of intellectual laziness as well as an attitude that — in view of social
reality in a place like Kochi — may lead to missed opportunities in more than one respect.

Sadly, there are not many Japanese people who are knowledgeable about this vast and fascinating country,
and have first-hand experience living and working there. We were lucky to find Mr. Inokura, a Kochi citizen,
willing to talk about his many years working in Indonesia (in the hotel business, to be precise) and, back in
Japan, setting up cultural exchange with Indonesians. Mr. Inokura talked quietly but full of passion about
what he learned through this longstanding exchange and the attractive aspects of this country and its people.
This passion is based on a strong conviction that Japanese people and Indonesians have much in common
and can be considered “very compatible” in many respects. Some trace this compatibility back to ancient
times, focusing on sea currents running from the equator all the way to south-western Japan (and Kochi,
obviously) amongst others. The more familiar aspects of daily life and society that Mr. Inokura introduced,
however, were much closer to home, and suggested a cultural kinship that cannot be ignored: the
resemblance of sounds and words in Japanese and Indonesian (even if carrying entirely different meanings);
a fondness of festivals, emphasizing communal life and greatly respecting the elderly, religious tolerance
(although Indonesia has a Muslim majority, it is very tolerant towards other religious groups, and under the
monotheistic veil ancient animistic beliefs retain their influence on many of the islands), all traits that are

familiar to many Japanese.



Indonesia has been going through huge social changes during the last decades. Many youngsters are
flocking to the cities, creating a level of saturation that is considered almost intolerable. Notwithstanding
the fact that, different from Japan, its population is growing and its economy has taken serious leaps in
recent years, the average income remains low and the prospect of going to Japan and earning money there
remains a great attraction for many young people, in particular the ambitious and energetic ones. Young
people who are willing to work hard: this is exactly what Kochi — with its constant dearth of young labour —
needs. The time has come, Mr. Inokura argues, to stop treating Indonesians in Kochi as cheap labour, but
as members of local communities that are welcome. This appeal is appropriate, and relevant as never before.

He was assisted by Fajar Fathu Rahman, Coordinator for International Relations of the city of Kochi. Terima
kasih!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp

e SNEUYAFEEREEBAZUIOFry—YU—-X $£760

4 TBEA Y P22 T & HROUER bR
AT HEE B JTEMY <P~ CCRC v & —
BT KESFF ¥ v oz Al101

HEF Sf17410H 17 H(&) 18:30~20:00
Bt HAGE SmE 324

AVIFALTREBETHZ, 20BN EWEL 5, =7
L. 2¥0 X5 RIS S 20 AR 2RWAZHEA, Holid oM
DO E CORFREX. FEE B E IV EDLT 5000 F v A - ALEBX S,
DEERIBEIEEZBA. FHD ZNZhoMistd kcdh 5, A23ME
LEIZTTH 500 A B2 Do RERELZRNZ DL, D TAH T v XH
THoTZEWHEHRE AV FAXATTELLIFLVERE OXATH 2,
HAEFEOA v FATT AR 20 FAIZEWE L INTWS, @ANTY
BHEIND L TA v FA T ANiE, 600 Ag5T, FE. X+ F L4, 74
JEVIZDOWT A4FHICH VG A VY FA S TIROWTAB A S 7w, A B85 7 T X,
EVHDORANARETH I L, SHE VI BEFOBIKEEZE X THBICER Y 2Rk,
Wi, TOKRE L THROECEICO VT, EEEORIRICE 2 b=z HoH
ANEZESI LT RVIETTH 2, T, @ANCIE, HEZAB VS, HEIATIF T~
VELTRFA VAT THEREZ L, 2OXLICEEL WV, HRICKH > TETHAL b A YV F
T DIREREINCIR BT T & T, BA LR Z B L TR, £724 Y P42 T
DAL DESICOWT, HFEZA, EraOflTHEBEIAD TiE-> TNz, T ORE
2. HRE A v Frv 7o [HEEORE | EwHEEICExbnT w5, BRIt & %
WKCREICZDORWE MRS 252D H 20, HEIABRBNT 2D o & Bl 4Gl




WCBIL T, 7zl BUEREEZR X 2, i Ay, N AT vhy, BRILES BRECHAZB LTV 24 80E
T, B 2 ERNE, EREEEAL BV AR B, FERWEEE (RO R — O TR BIEET 5 %
HIEMEE) - b, HEAANCE > TESERT WL DTH 3,

HARLFBRIC, 4 FAs 7 H0EE, (RO REREMEREL TW 2, L OHEHELLBEITT~ETRA L, Z DFEE,
LA ETHZEE NI L DBERERE TN T2, HREEZGRD, AV VAT TIRAAREML CE Y b EFEH
LWHRELZZRTTw v, PEHRBIEWEZIEL, HERNMToTEREHSL WO 2 i3, £ ofFE. Ficl
LD TENDH 2 N2l o CTREBINREETH Y 2T T2,

PR C BEREFOEE b —— N 2D, FHHNARCHEEAIC & o TRER AMTlEZR VD, &AW S A
VAT ANE [ZitiZe5@h] & LTTikal, MMgtso—8] L LTRZFANEIRESL, LuIHEIAOTE—
VIFEICRFHEZB TV 5,

ZDOLZF v —v ) —=XTiE, HRLIEE OB EBZ T,
AR oA REEZEY £, SHOTESRT OVXESHOLEHL LT E T,



