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We are all wearing clothes. Ever since the advent of engine-driven looms during the
industrial revolution, the textile industry has been on the forefront of globalization. In
the 21th century, growing and producing the raw materials for fabrics locally, processing
cloth in our local communities into wearable items, marketing and selling them within
one region has become less and less common, a luxury even (be it an ecologically sensible
one).

Often, it is the aspiration of anthropologists to find places, people and habits that have
withstood the onslaught of modern industrial production and consumption, or at least
| to find out how this onslaught was dealt with. Anthropologist pur sang, Prof. Nakatani
has been visiting Bali for three decades now, and has focused on the fine pieces of
clothing (batik, or also sarasain Japanese) in the villages of that beautiful island.

Her talk took us through an evolution of techniques and meanings. Initially, fabrics were
woven and died locally, had a specific meaning and function in the lives of the local
communities, and were not easily found on markets or in stores overseas. Nowadays,
most villagers buy cheaper printed cloths, are less conscious about sartorial symbolism

or purity in terms of origin and techniques, and the authentic batik of Bali is sold in

fashion stores in the Indonesian capital at prices that most islanders cannot dream to afford. Some of the factors
that have led to this situation is the surge of tourism on the island, the active propagation by the central
government of traditional (in a somewhat Hobsbawmian sense) costumes, as well as the curiosity of foreign
fashion designers (Dior has made serious efforts to avoid the pitfalls of offhand “cultural appropriation”). All of
this has led to dramatic changes but it does not seem to have spelled the doom of the traditional art of weaving.
Although the traditional garments are being worn more generally than the Japanese kimono, one could argue
that they are going down a path that is somewhat similar: a thorough redefinition of meaning, practical
considerations, such as cost, and the undeniable weight of global standards.

None of us can, after all, evade the need to wear something and therefore to choose what to wear. Thank you,

professor Nakatani, for a most elucidating talk! Matur suksma!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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